C httos://bi ll vq raham.or g ). 

MENU 

The Modesto Manifesto: A Declaration 
of Biblical Integrity 

By Billy Graham (https://bill vq raham.or g /author/bill v-q raham/ ) • October 24, 2016 • Topics: Inte grity 
(' https://bill vq raham.or q/q row-vour-faith/topics/christian-livin q /inte qritv/') 

SHARE 9K+ C HTTPS://W WW.FACEBOOK.COM/SHARER/SHARER. PH P?U= ) 

TWEET f HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/INTENT/TWEET?URL=HTTPS%3A%2F%2FBILLYGRAHAM.ORG%2F%3FP%3D51705%26SHARER%3D1&TEXT=IN+1948+%4QBILLYGRAH 



Evangelistic Association 



The ministry team of (L-R) Cliff Barrows, Grady Wilson, Billy Graham and George Beverly Shea remained strongly rooted in 
Biblical principles long after the Modesto Manifesto was drafted. 


In 1948, Billy Graham began a series of evangelistic meetings in Modesto, California, along with his ministry 
team, comprised of Cliff Barrows, George Beverly (“Bev”) Shea and Grady Wilson. Through a series of 
conversations about ministry life and its challenges, the group met together in Modesto and resolved to uphold 
the highest standard of Biblical morality and integrity. Many pastors, ministries, parachurch organizations and 
individuals have been inspired over the decades to adopt these philosophies. 

In the following excerpt from his autobiography, Just As / Am, Billy Graham went into further detail about the 
resolutions these men made in terms of financial integrity, sexual moralit y ( https://bill vq raham.or g /decision- 
ma g azine/september-2015/ q ods-view-of-sex/ ). publicity and partnership with the local church. Their 
resolutions became known as “the Modesto Manifesto.” 

One afternoon during the Modesto meetings, I called the team together to discuss the problem. Then I asked them 
to go to their rooms for an hour and list all the problems they could think of that evangelists and evangelism 
encountered. 

When they returned, the lists were remarkably similar, and in a short amount of time, we made a series of 
resolutions or commitment among ourselves that would guide us in our future evangelistic work. In reality, it was 
more of an informal understanding among ourselves—a shared commitment to do all we could do to uphold the 
Bible’s standard of absolute integrity and purity for evangelists. 



























The first point on our combined list was money. Nearly all evangelists at that time—including us—were supported 
by love offerings taken at the meetings. The temptation to wring as much money as possible out of an audience, 
often with strong emotional appeals, was too great for some evangelists. In addition, there was little or no 
accountability for finances. It was a system that was easy to abuse—and led to the charge that evangelists were in 
it only for the money. 

I had been drawing a salary from YFC (Youth for Christ) and turning all offerings from YFC meetings over to YFC 
committees, but my new independent efforts in citywide campaigns required separate finances. In Modesto we 
determined to do all we could to avoid financial abuses and to downplay the offering and depend as much as 
possible on money raised by the local committee in advance. 

The second item on the list was the danger of sexual immorality. We all knew of evangelists who had fallen into 
immorality while separated from their families by travel. We pledged among ourselves to avoid any situation that 
would have even the appearance of compromise or suspicion. From that day on, I did not travel, meet or eat alone 
with a woman other than my wife. We determined that the Apostle Paul’s mandate to the young pastor Timothy 
would be ours as well: “Flee ... youthful lusts" (2 Timothy 1:22, KJV). 

>>Billv Graham: God’s View of Sex (https://bill vq raham.or q /decision-ma q azine/september-2015/ q ods-view-of- 


Our third concern was the tendency of many evangelists to carry on their work apart from the local church, even 
to criticize local pastors and churches openly and scathingly. We were convinced, however, that this was not only 
counterproductive but also wrong from the Bible’s standpoint. We determined to cooperate with all who would 
cooperate with us in the public proclamation of the Gospel (http://peacewith q od.net/? 

utm source=b a mainsite&utm medium = pw a +l_ink&utm campai a n=Dw a +lnternal&utm content=modesto+manifes 
to+040417&outreach=inte q ritv+modesto+manifesto ). and to avoid an antichurch or anticlergy attitude. 

The fourth and final issue was publicity. The tendency among some evangelists was to exaggerate their successes 
or to claim higher attendance numbers than they really had. This likewise discredited evangelism and brought the 
whole enterprise under suspicion. It often made the press so suspicious of evangelists that they refused to take 
notice of their work. In Modesto we committed ourselves to integrity in our publicity and our reporting. 

So much for the Modesto Manifesto, as Cliff (Barrows) called it in later years. In reality, it did not mark a radical 
departure for us; we had always held these principles. It did, however, settle in our hearts and minds, once and for 
all, the determination that integrity would be the hallmark of both our lives and our ministry. 

Billy Graham’s commitment to integrity stems from his relationship with Christ. You can know Christ , too 
( http://peacewith g od.net/? 

utm source=b g mainsite&utm medium=pw g +link&utm campai qn= pw g +internal&utm content=modesto+manife 
sto+040417&outreach=inte g ritv+modesto+manifesto V 
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Reply (' https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1666678#respond 1 

March 4 . 2018 at 6:40 am (https://bill yg raham.Or g /storv/51705/#comment-1666678 ) 


Haydee Correa says: 


Thank you God for your faithful servant, Billy Graham. His life and ministry has been a blessing to millions, 
myself included. 


Reply ( https://bill vci raham.or ci /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1621540#respond ~) 

October 24 . 2017 at 4:24 pm (https://bill yq raham.Or g /storv/51705/#comment-1621540 ) 


Matilda Nekesa says: 


I highly recommend and esteem this evangelical foundation and how widely it has impacted our faith, and still 
lives on with its great ever fresh anointing. 


Adoliyinepoore obed says: 


Reply ( , https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1577653#respond ) 


June 9 . 2017 at 9:35 am (https://bill vq raham.Or g /storv/51705/#comment-1577653 ) 


Billy Graham’s standards are imperative requirements for all ministers. 


Reply (' https://bill va raham.or a /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1559395#respond ~) 

//bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/#comment-1559595 ) 

When I was in foster care so many years ago my foster Mom used to watch Billy Graham on TV when it would 
be on I think she accepted the Lord back then she is since with the Lord many years ago she used to read her 
Bible every day she raised four foster girls one of them being my real Sister whom I visit once in awhile but 
became of health problems I can’t any longer will miss the trips to KY but do talk with her and her husband on 
the phone a lot that helps I now live in a personal care home and can't send money but do pray for all every 
day God Bless Mrs Quinney 


Doris Quinney says: 
April 4. 2017 at 6:36 pm (https: 


Rev. Gary Fix says: 


Reply ( https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1559378#respond ) 


A pril 4 . 2017 at 5:09 pm (https://bill yq raham.cr q /storv/51705/#ccmment-1559378 ) 


retired pastor, still active in ministry through radio and pulpit fills, etc. I lived with my father, Rev. L. Jack Fix at 
the time of that Modesto Manifesto. My father was the president of the Ministerial Fellowship there, and was a 
good friend of Cliff Barrows father, Chatrlie, Barrows. 


Reply (' https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1559367#respond ~) 

A pril 4 . 2017 at 4:05 pm (https://bill vq raham.Or g /storv/51705/#comment-1559367 ) 


Simon Atta Agyei says: 


I thank God for Billy Graham and his ministry,they’ve been a blessing to me. God bless you all. 


JANE KNOWLES says: 


Reply ( https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1559335#respond ) 


A pril 4 . 2017 at 12:02 pm (https://bill vq raham.Or g /storv/51705/#comment-1559335 ) 


I am so appreciative of Billy Graham and the Billy Graham Ministry. 

Am currently reading “Unto the Hills” a devotional book that blesses me every day and was written by Billy 
Graham 


Reply ( https://bill vq raham.or q /storv/51705/?re pl vtocom=1499171#respond ~) 

October 24 . 2016 at 11:48 pm Chttps://bill yq raham.cr q /stcrv/51705/#comment-1499171 ) 


John says: 


I like Billy Graham Ministry 




MORE STORIES 

Summer Soul Refresher: Whatever Is Just (httDs://bill va raham.or a /storv/summer-soul-refresher-whatever-is- i ust/ ) 
Summer Soul Refresher: Whatever Is Honorable fhttDs://bill va raham.or a /storv/summer-soul-series-whatever-honorable/ ) 
How to Be Salt and Li g ht in a Sports-Drenched Culture (https://bill va raham.or a /storv/51719/ ) 

Decision Ma g azine Exclusive: Franklin Graham Reacts to Supreme Court Pick Gorsuch 

( https://bill va ra ham.or a /storv/franklin- a raham-reacts-Dresident-trumDS-suoreme-court- i ustice-nomination-neil- a orsuch/ ') 
2017 March for Life Is the ‘The Dawn of a New Da y' ( httDs://bill va raham.or a /storv/53477/ ) 


Read Today's Devotion 

Not Good Enou g h (https://biM vq raham.or g /devotion/not- q ood-enou q h/ ) 



Email updates Get BGEA news and inspiration 


youremail@wherever.com 


SIGN UP 


( http://www.facebook.conn/bill vq rahannevan q elisticassociation ') ( http://www.twitter.com/b q ea ') 


( http://www.voutube.com/BillvGraham ) ( http://pinterest.com/b q ea/ ) 

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 

1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201 
Local: 704-401-2432 
Toll Free: 1-877-247-2426 

BGEA is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

©2018 BGEA (/co pyright) Home ( /) Privac y (/ orivac v- oolic v) Permissions (/le g al-permissions ) Contact Us 
( /about/contact ) 


https://billygraham.org/story/51705/ 


5/5 
























































